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*• How totig, deluding phantom, wltt thou 

blind, 
Mislead, debase, unhumanize mankind } 
Bid the bold youth, bis headlong eword 

who draws. 
Heed not the object, nor inquire the caute; 
But seek adventuring like an errant knight, 
Wars not his own, gratuitous in fight,' 
GWet the gor'd field, then plunging thro' 

the fire. 
Mow down his men, with stupid ptide 

expire. 
Shed from his closing eyes the finished 

flame. 
And ask for all his crimes, a deathleis 

name } 
And when shall solid glory, pure and bright. 
Alone inspire us, and our deeds requite ? 
When shall the applause of men their 

chiefs pursue 
In just proportion to tile good they do, 
On virtue's base erect the shrine of fame. 
Define her empire, and her code proclaim ? 
Alas, what laurels 1 where the lasting gain i 
A pompous funeral on a desert plain t 
The cannon's roar, the muffled drums pro- 
claim, 
In one short blast, thy momentary fame. 
And some War minister per»hazard reads 
ta what far field the tool of placemen 

bleeds." 

Marlnv's Ctlimiiad. 

WAR vVith dcslruction and deso- 
lation in the van^ and bank- 
ruptcy following close in the rere, 
still continues the tinavatling strug- 
gle in the Peninsula. If we look 
back to the comThencennient of the 
struggle, which began about three 
years ago, there appears little room 
to congratulate ourselves on the con- 
test, A sj'stem of delusion varying 
according to the alternation of the 
rapid succession of events has cha- 
racteriued the period, Spanish pa- 
triotism was loudly applauded by 
men who, by every means of cun- 
ning or force, bad laboured with too 
much success to eradicate every sen- 
timent that couM deserve the name 
of patriotic from among ourstelves, 
and substituted an indilTerence and 



dislike to principles of freedom, and 
a suspicion against every thing 
which bore a resemblance to liber- 
ty. These men who Protea8-Iike, 
could change appearances, talked 
loudly of Spanish freedom aittd Spa« 
nish patriutism while the accents 
were only on their tongues, but 
the slavish submission to power 
possessed their hearts. The real 
friends to liberty, seeing who the 
men were, who usurped the Dame, 
stood aloof : the succec^ding events 
have justified their fears, and the 
applauders at home, and the Spani- 
ards abroad, have manifested that 
liberty was more with them a theme 
for cleclamation than a vititl prin- 
ciple, actuating their conduct, and 
producing the corresponding effects 
of a virtuous oppositioin to arbitra- 
ry rule. The friends of true patriot- 
ism and genuine liberty are con- 
sistent and equally abhorrent of des« 
potism under every shape. They 
do not merely confine their indigna- 
tion to the encroachments ef Na- 
poleon on sovereign powers, and can- 
nut approve of a violation of the in- 
dependence of nations> either by an 
attack on Copenhagen, or by af- 
fecting neutral commerce by bos- 
tile orders in Louncil. 

Sncli was the beginning of the 
Spanish and Portuguese contest, and 
delusions have consistently cbntkitt- 
ed, through the proi^ress, to the ap- 
proaching termination of the scene. 
The last month has produced some 
transactions, which might plac6 mat- 
ters in St proper point of view, if the 
spirit of delusion, shifting its gTound« 
did not still keep hold of the public 
mind, Tarragona is fallen. Cadiz 
is in danger fully as much from 
the disaffection of 'many withia the 
walls, as from the force of die be- 
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siegers. General Blake has parted 
from Lord Wellinutoiiin consequence 
of a quarrel between them, and 
there are some doubts that the lau- 
tels of Lord WellipgtOn may yet 
be tarnished by defeat, althou<;h 
to procure for him a character for 
heroism appears to have been one 
cause with ministry to continue the 
war. The hopes of ultimate success 
HI the Peninsula tb some, never ap- 
peared flattering, bat feeble as ra- 
tional hopes were, they are month- 
ly, if not daily becoming still more 
faint. 

Sicily long defended by a Bri- 
tish force, does not appear to esti" 
mate the favour very highly, but 
shows herself well mclined to har- 
rass the trade of her ally, and in 
point of commerce at least to treat 
the British as interlopers. I'erhaps 
if the truth were known, their po- 
litical views do not more nearly 
ajTi/roximate. 

Whatever may be the event of 
the contest in Old Spain, the coun- 
try once called Spanish America* 
bids fair to become independent of 
the mother counj^ty, whether that 
unhappy country fall under the do- 
mination of France, or receive the 
protection of Britain. East Flori- 
da is likely to follow tile fute of 
West Florida, and to become an 
integral part of the United States 
of North America. Mexico, the Ca- 
raccas, and the adjacent country 
under the direction of Miranda, 
their countryman, have advanced 
JO the work of independence, and 
farther soutb, the contest is com* 
roeoced, although the progress does 
not appear so great. Chili and Pa* 
raguay are agitated, and a species 
of civil war is begun between the 
rival and contiguous cities of Buenos 
Ayres, and Monte Video ; the for- 
mer on a revolutionary scheme, and 
the latter adhering to the mother 
country, and the name or shadow of 



Ferdinand. The revolutionary par- 
ty discard, and disavow the name 
Of Spaniards, and proclaittt them- 
selves to be AmericanSi The begin- 
ning ot vvhat is iikely to ttfrn but 
a mighty revolution, affecting in a 
very considerdble degree the hap* 
piness of mankind, and probably 
altering riidst niaierially, the rela- 
tive situations of the older civilized 
countries of Europe, is not watch-^ 
ed with much attention by our po- 
liticians, but in Nonh America frqn* 
contiguity of situation, and conge- 
niahty of vrews, these passing events 
excite much interest. 

Our relations with the United 
States of North America are not likci 
ly to be speedily or amicably adjust- 
ed. The British minister has ar- 
rived in Americ-,bnt it is said that 
in the very outset of the negociatioa 
some preliminary circumstance has 
occurred,whichrequired him to solicit 
fresh instructions from home. Recent 
accounts from America, state that 
both countries are indebted to the 
Prince Regent for siispending the 
issuing letters of marque, and com- 
mencing the war until the result of* 
negociation - was first fairly tried. 
For a considerable time America 
and Britain have had a smothered 
hostility, and the contest between 
the Little Belt and the President, i.s 
only a renewal of the oM affair of 
British aggression on the Chesapealc 
Frigate. The grounds of the quar- 
rel are not recent, but have been 
laid long ago, in orders in coun- 
cil, imjiressmenis, and violations 
of neutral rights on one part, and 
in embargoes, nun-importations, and 
non-intercourse on the other. The 
Americans complain also, with jus- 
tice, of the encroachments and domi- 
neering conduct of France, and 
have a difficult part to act between 
two mighty countries hostile to 
each other, but neither of them 
friendly to Americans^ who, if they 
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joiu with one, give room for com- 
plaint from the other, and if they 
keep to strict neutrality, both will 
encroach on neutral rights. So fares 
a weak country between two power- 
ful rivals, at a period when the law of 
nations is disregarded, and on all sides 
according to the new code, the law of 
the strongest governs, and might 
Oiverconies right. If the flames of 
war should extend to America, the 
£(iends to man and to happiness, 
will deplore the madnesis of nations, 
?md tijeir disregard to their truest in- 
terests. May the predictions of Bar^ 
low, the poet of America, looking 
with fond hopes towards the rising 
glories of his beloved country, ra- 
ther be realized, and on^ portion of 
the world, at least be exempted from 
ttie ravages of arms, and the atten- 
dant raiiieries. 

<( Far different hoaoqES here the heqtt 
shall claira^ 
Sublimer objects, deeds of hapffler fame ; 
^ new creation waits the western shore. 
And moral triumphs o'er monaFchic pow'r. 
Thy free-born sons, with gepius mjcon- 

fin'd. 
Nor sloth can slacken, nor a tyrant bind ; 
With self-wrought fame, and worth ioter<- 

nal blest, 
No venal star shall brighten on their breast, 
No king-created name, nor courtly art, 
Damp the bold tbought, or desiccate the 

heart. 
Above all fraud, beyond all titles great. 
Truth in their voice and sceptres at their 

feet, 
Uce sires of unborn states they move sub- 
lime, 
{jook empires through, and sp^ti the 

breadth of time ; 
H6I4 o>r the world, that men may choose 

from far, 
The palm of peace, or scpurge of bar- 
barous war ; 
Till their example every nation charms, 
Commaiids its friend^p, and its rage dis- 
arms. 
Here social man a second birth shall find. 
And a new range of reason lift his mind. 
Feed his strong intellect with purer light, 
A nobler sense of duty and of right, 
The wiue of liberty, whose holy &«i 



His life shall temper, and his laws impite, 
Purge from all shades the world embi»> 

cing scope 
That prompts his genius, and expandt 

his hope." 

We refer our readers to the docD- 
ments for strong resolutions in favoar 
of parlianientary reform, by the 
counties of Cornwall and Essex, 
and the town of Reading. The 
slumbering spirit of Great Britain 
and Ireland is not yet aioused to use 
exertions qf a strong and united pull, 
to promote a reform so greatly need- 
ed. Apathy characterizes the pub- 
lic mind, and paralizes the spirit of 
the country. 

Archibald Hamilton Rowan, in 
a short address to his tenants, has 
briefly explained the cause of the 
depreciation of bank-notes, and 
showed the inconveniences to 
which landlords will be subjected 
in the progress of the depreciation,'^ 

He has likewise pointed oat the 
true remedy in a parliamentary re^ 
form. His short communicatioD, 
given among the dbcnments, is de« 
serving of attention' 

Among the documents will also 
be found the addresses of the Sy- 
nod of Ulster, alluded to in the last 
retrospect. We then noticed the 
ill-adapted adulation paid to the Duke 
of Richmond, for his " temperati?' 
conduct in lreland,f and reprabated 

•"When the bank first ceased to pay 
their notes in specie, and the parliament 
sanctioned the measure, the following Jeu 
4'Esprit appeared in the Motning Chro- 
qicle — how lauch more ^e^iooable is it at 
present ! 

*' Of Rome and of Cttar the poets woulA 
warbie. 

He found it of irici, a/t^ left it of maiUc. 

So of Loudon and ^eoxcK they say with- 
out vapour. 

He found it of goU,and left it of fafer." 

f ySf'e are assured that this epithet has 
beea weU consider^, as bis Grace seldom 
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the offering of incen;ei by religious 
bodies, at the shrine of power, or 
their stooping to attempt to confer 
praite vhicfa w^ act earned. In 
the freedom of our remarks* we cer- 
tainljr did not design to act disre^ 
spectfully towards the dissenting 
bod^t but to exercise the legitimate 
functions of a free press, in arriign- 
ing before the tribunal of the pul>- 
lic, these acts which we coii&ider as 
derogatory to the public good, or 
inconsistent with the high-minded 
ihdepeadeace, which constitutes the 
best defence and glory of a nation. 
This spirit is now little exerted, the 
press too generally falls in with the 
slumbering patriotism, or rather 
9pathy of the day. Be it our boast, 
9nd strenuous persevering endeavour, 
tp raise our voice in the attempt to 
^ouse to a sense of what is befitting 
^eemen, the advocates of genuine 
Jiberty. Never is the press more 
faonaunibly or beneficially exercised, 
than in struggles, firm but temper- 
iff, to give a turn to the public 
iQind, in favour of a virtuous feeling 
of independence. Great good might 
have bieen efiected, by the guardians 
of the press, if they had honestly dis- 
charged their duty, and while they 
kept clear of violence, had pursued a 
steady course, and cautiously avoid- 
ed — 

•* With metn umplacenft. to betray their 

trust, 
Nor be so ««/, a> to provp unjust." 

Public men would thus see tljeir 
couduct reflected as in a faithful 
mirror, and learn to bow at the bar 
Bf public opinion, to which they 
would be cited, where by a free 
discussion, their merits or demerits 
should be accurately ascertained, 
aod in the end a faithful verdict pr«- 
nouiiced, by the unbiassed and fair- 

pr ever exceeds two bottles after dinner, 
which he considers as merely a just tribute 
to A« social genius of Ireland, 



ly weighed jndgnaent of their peers. 
Public opinioUj purified by a liberty 
to exercise free discussion, would 
regain its omnipotence, and culprits 
" safe from the bar, the pulpit and 
the throne," would learn to fear pub- 
lic censure, clearly expressed through 
the medium of a free and enlighten- 
ed press. Under such circumstan- 
ces, licentiousness, the aifected bug- 
bear of the present day, need not be 
feared. Every one should be hear4 
in his own defence, and the final 
judgment not awarded, until itpnple 
investigation, both in favour of the 
accusation, and in defence of the 
accused, had taken place. 

On the 30th ult. and during the 
prorogation of parliament, a procla- 
mation was issued hy the Lord Lieu- 
tenant and council, inr?>V2<e of which, 
the Catholic committee is declared 
an unlawful assembly, violating the 
provisions of the statute called the 
convention act, and endangering, 
thereby, the peace and tranquillity 
of the state, under jsretence of prepar- 
ing or presenting pubHc petitions or 
other addresses to his Majesty or the 
parliament. Thirteen names appear 
to the proclamation, but it is said that 
^ever^l privy counsellors refused to 
signthisinstrument of executive pow- 
er. The magistracy throughout the 
country have expressed an unwil- 
lingness to enforce it, particularly in 
Tipperary, and a Protestant magis- 
trate of three coiinties has publicly 
asserted, that he would receive the 
information of any person who shall 
complain on oath of receiving :uiy 
violation from ^ny magistrate or 
peace-officer acting under this pro- 
clamation, while such person has been 
concerned only in forwarding his 
petition to parliament, in which in- 
terpretation of the convention act, 
he says he is confirmed by the opi- 
nion of eminent lawyers. 

These lawyers are utiderstood to 
constfue the penal statute, gtirictly. 
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in//i^9ar of the Catholics, by assert- 
ing thatthp words of the act fully 
sanctioii the existence of a commitT 
tee appointejilnot " under pretence of," 
but for the specific, anc! distinct pur- 
pose of petkining. No pretence of peti- 
tidhjpg C^i* ^^ shown to exist. The 
intention and that oily is distinctly 
and openly avowed. It has been said 
that an ingenious lawyer or even an 
attorney can drive a cttach through 
an act "of parliament, Snd through a 
hole of thjs expansible nature there 
is to be an escape safely made by 
five millious of people. We will 
not hesitate to confess our concern 
at seeing this great state question 
turned, and tvvisted into, a profession- 
al quibbling, a subject of legal 
logomach/. The rights and franchi- 
ses of a nation are about to be sus- 
pended upon the techtiicaljty of a 
particular phrase, upon the slovenly 
phraseology of an intemperate act 
of parliament, which, for the peace, 
and ti'anquillity of the land, vve cer- 
tainly think ought to have been 
jiuffered to rest in the same sepul- 
chre, with its perturbed author, the 
late Lord Clare. Notwithstailding 
the talents and ingenuity of the Ca- 
tholic lawyers^ Mr. O'Connell, Mr. 
O'Gorman, and the learned and elo- 
quent butrathei: obsequious Mr. Scul- 
ly*, We acknowledge some degree of 
sorrow dn seeing this great question of 
principlecdmrnensufate with (nilUoiif, 
and co-extensive with human na- 
ture itfelf, dwindling intq the nipe 
dissection of a verbal meaningi and 

* See Mr. Scully's very polite letter to 
the Editor of the Correspondent. A- ti- 
midity of giving personal offence on a 
neat public question may be p^dent and 
ntrecasting, but let not Mr. S. turn ^ide 
itiiiiif forward march as a man and an 
bishtnan^ to beg pardon of every little 
jpersonage he may liappen to jostle with 
in repelling an insult offered to the whole 
Catholic people, and. to hinuelf as one of 
the number. 

BELFAST MAO. NO. SXXVII. 



the special pleading of a professioil. 

Popular aind professional language 
sometimes differ in their interpreta- 
tion of terms. In legal acceptation^ 
the words " under the pretencfe of, 
and for the purpose oft" may by 
lawyers be deemed synonimous, 
but certainly in an act meatit to 
guide and direct the cOndiict of the 
people, it would have been well to 
have conformed to the popular un- 
derstanding, and not entrap them by 
a languagej which only the leat'ned 
in the law tan rightly interpret. 

The right of petitioning, that 
sacred claim of those who suffer, is 
a natural right which municipal law 
neither gives, nor takes away. Eve» 
ry age and nation has recognized it. 
It has been consecrated in these 
realms under the sanction of com- 
mon and statute law, and it is exeft- 
ed in Turkey under the sdbre of 
despotism. 

The ministerial document appears 
to be like a posthumous vvork of 
Lord Clare, edited by Dr. Duigisneiai 
A prudent and provident admiois- 
traiion would not have propagated 
and perpetuated the temper and 
spirit of that volcanic characters 
That temper and spirit will alvvays 
make the disturbance tt'hich it does 
not find. It irritates and goads by in*- 
siiU even more than by injury. It does 
not scruple to acciise an assembly most 
respectable in their personal and 
public capacity, of acting under a 
pretence, that is, of hypocritically 
and insincerely assembling ds if to 
petition^ and, under this masque, 
really eatfering. into conspiracy sk- 
gainst the peace and good order of 
the state. Were any inditidual of 
this comtiiittee tof be accused of act* 
ing in this manner, it is t6 be sup- 
,)osed that as a mail and a getitl*- 
man, he would soon be instructed 
by his feelings, how toi repel ibe in- 
sult, yet it is not thaughi ia any" 
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■way onbeconiing, in this most pub- 
licfiBanper.to vilify andsspei-se the 
motives and inteations of a large 
assembly, respectable in property, 
integrity, and intellect. 

Might not the reply, at least, be 
made, that there is much more rea- 
son to accuse administration of acting 
under a pretence. What pretence ? 
The pretence of preserving peace and 
good order, while the real and secret 
purpose may be, to prevent ai>y, pe- 
titions and addresses, to be made 
either by Catholics or Protestants, 
for procuring any alteration or re- 
form ia the constitution of these 
realms. Under the pretext of pre- 
iierving order and tranquillity, it is 
Virtuatly an interdict against any 
public action. It abolishes the 
people. It resolves the social body 
into individual partiti'les. It cruni* 
.blea the aggregate into sand. It re- 
duces the ^hoVe fabric into original 
elements, and renders it a political 
imposiitbtltty, that the voice of the 
people, or that public opmion can 
ever, in any constitutional Way, pro- 
duce any reform or change of any 
kind opon the pre:«cnt constitution 
of things. Under pretexts such as 
these, " of serving the ends of fac- 
tioiis and seditious persons, of enco»- 
raging riot, tumult, ami disorder," 
the democratic part of the British 
constitution may be totally ancl_ for 
ever dispensed with, and the actual 
administration may entail their offi- 
res to the remotest generations. Yet, 
on tbfe whole, it is not well to hold 
out to the British Empire, and to 
all Europe, that there is an act, 
which instead of allowing the 
peaceful petition of an aggrieved 
portion of the people to be laid 
before the coiistiiuted authorities, 
blocks up all the customary chan- 
nels of redress, and in doing so, 
««vplls op the tide of passion in the 
breast that might otherwise have ob- 
tained an- easy vent ; and in ^ing so, 



gratifies the most ardent wishes of 
those who really desire confusion 
and disordes, and who hoard t»p ven- 
geance , for their day of retribution. 
. Who commits most serious injury 
and injustice to the character of th« 
British constitution ; the revolution- 
ary har>d which tears from it the 
right of petitioning, and oo .a tem- 
porary e^igtuce still keeps up the 
perpefuaT pretence of interdictory 
law ; or the loyal hand %vhich pens 
and presents a petition in the only 
mode by wbieh five millions of peo- 
ple can do it, by peaceful delega- 
tion ? 

But the law exist!!, says Mr. Pole. 
We must maintain it. " Our laws, 
faid Pericles, do not allow the re- 
nreval of the tablet, en which this 
decree was inscribed."" "Tubn it," 
said the Spartan — or to lengthen a 
Tittle the laconic monosyllable. Me 
would say, let it become gradually 
and. coBT_eniently obsolete. Cover 
arm! conceal it in oblivion. Let not 
the perpetual tbraid»m of the land 
be promulgated and proclaimed, at 
home and abroad, by every upstait 
of office, whose rise into distinction, 
and periods of promotion, are al- 
ways exact indications of a corres- 
jpondeot depression and degradation 
in the good fortune, and honest 
fame of their country. Do not ad- 
vertise for insurgency. Do not le- 
giriate always, as for rebellion. Be 
not as eager to add to the number 
of your enemies, as others are to in. 
crease the list of their friends. 

Does Mr. Pole suppose that the Ca- 
tholic question is now to be set cem- 
pleiely at rest, that the lips will cease 
to move, that the heart will cease 
to vibrate, and that the circulation 
of sentin^ent. and feeling will stag- 
nate, the mind of the million return- 
ing into that brute insensibility, and 
quiet indifterence respecting political 
or personal rights, in which it slept 
for'ceiilunespasl ? Isthe " ignavia 
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per sitentium pereuntium," to be a- 
gain the characteristic description 
of the Catholic people ? What, in 
past situation, might bav« had fuU 
effect aa n sedafive will under pre- 
sent circumstaiicesoperate as a stimu- 
&B*.' That a whole people, lesson- 
ed for years past, by their very ene- 
mie«, into a knowledge of the value 
of political power, as the only valid 
guarantee of civil freedom, should, 
ill one ins'tant, abandon all claim 
and expectation of redress ; should 
quietly inuru all their rights, even 
the riii^hts of mind; and contentedly 
return, at a word of ministerial com- 
ui'tUid, into what loay be called, a 
Mtate of solitary imprisonment ; this 
would indeed be a prodigy in hu- 
maa naturie of whitrh an historian 
could scarcely adduce an example, 
although as much inclined as the 
historian Livy to the production of 
such unnatural ph'jenonijena. Mon- 
sters might have been begotten, and 
calves might have been heafd to 
S|jeak, and victims at the altar, might 
have been found without a heart, 
but sue]) an instancje of heartless 
men at the altar of liberty, as a 
voluntary renuBciation of their 
claims, and a cessation of exertion on 
the part of the Catholics would sup- 
pose in the present stage of their 
progress to emancipation, this is a 
prodigy not to be believed by the 
must infatuated credulity. 

The Catholic question will not, 
cannot j-est> According to all the 
known laws of animated nature, 
it must proceed, and succeed. Ex- 
terminate the people, This is thp 
only way of giving a thorough set- 
tlement to the business. Machiavel, 
if we may credit the state morality 
pf hit '♦ Pfinqe," ant) not believe it 
a bitter irony, Macbiavel would have 
thus exterminated the question. 
But our modern Macbiavels only a- 
dopt half-measures, and instigate 
rather tbau reptess, consolidate ra- 



ther than scatter, by contempt, and 
insult, and vexation ; by Infusing, 
at one time, the pertness and petu- 
lance of private character, the ill- 
manners of the individual, into the 
raeasures of public administrat^ion ; 
and at another time, by the adop- 
tion of a manner equally vain, ri- 
diculous, and thrasonical. 

Thus it has happened that the Ca- 
t|>olics, by successive and reiterated 
strokes, have been hamiuered into 
one solid mass, and its distinct parts 
Wflded, as it were, indissolubly to- 
gether. All ranks and stations, all 
degrees of property, all descriptions 
of charactef, all distinctious of 
profession, tlje peer, and the pre- 
lat{e, and the priest, and the coun- 
try gentleman, naturally aristocra- 
tical, and the lawyer, professionally 
obsequious,* j^nd the adherejnts, and 
the abhorreiits of the Veto, all are 
politically united in the intercom- 
munion of a cun^mon cause, in the 
manner they affect to say, they are 
joined in oae and indivisible reli- 
gion. 

4. few years ago, it was held out, 
that the Catholic question was only 
kept up by an assemblage of agi- 
tators, petty shop-keepers, raked to- 
gether from the lanes and alleys of 
the metropolis, who misrepresented 
the sentiments of ihe^r community, 
and were disowncxl and despised by 
their peerage, their hierarchy, and 
their men of property and considera- 
tion. It was ru>t the petition of the 
Catholics of Ireland. Well, it has 
been so cpnlrived by a multiplicity 
of masterly manosuvres.on the partof 
adtiiinistration, that ail the supposed 
expetitioning parly have come over to 
the necessity of acting simultaneous- 
ly in a cause <>f equal interest to the 
whole body. But ju$t when they 

• Sir San^oel Romilly Jim of lat» been 
called by lawyersjilche Quixote of the 
Bar. 



150 



Monthly Relrospect cffotiiics. 



[Jtily. 



are in the progress of (lemonstrating, 
by joint petition, the wishes and 
V'arits qf the Catholics of Ireland, 
then are they stopt in their pa^ag^ 
to the Bai- of Parliament. ThSr^ is 
a law designed forano'her purpose, 
and so far a dpzd letter, biit whose 
vitality will soon revive whin'wa'rm- 
ed in the bosom. This law wjlt 
effectually obstruct all comrniiniea- 
iioa with the sovereign power in the' 
Accustomed ways of the constitution, 
and all concerted ))ursuit of redress 
■will be deemed a proof of treason- 
able conspiracy. Well— whait is 
iiow to be done ? Any thing, rather 
than forfeit your- character ss a per- 
severing, patient, yet aiagnanipous 
people, whose ctose rests upon eter- 
jiaj right, whose failure springs from 
circomstances in their nature cban- 

feabte, and fluctuating ; from acci- 
ents which the day has broughtfurth, 
and which another day may wholly 
remove. In the thean time, appeal 
to the justice of the constitution from 
the rigour of the law, and fl«m the' 
political litigiousness of the minister 
to the chancery of a jury, judges of 
the whole case, the act and the in- 
tention, the pretence or the purpose. 
This is perhaps the most opportune 
Season, to lay beforie the British em- 
pire, a clear, consistent, and ener- 
getic exposition of the case of the 
Catholics of Ireland. Whatever 
liiay be the event, this would prove 
a historical document, and the re- 
sponsibility due to posterity, might 
thus be discharged, 

One principal purpose of peti- 
tipning will still be answered. The 
Question will still be eagerly and 
iiniversally discussed, and agitated. 
The people will arbitrate. Notwith- 
standing the ministerial endeaVour 
to drive the Subject back into "bolies 
and corners, into the tprrible 'neces» 
feity of plot, and conspiracy, t'he 
native honesty and candour of the 
Catholip cause only demands exami« 



nation, and to be placed' in the suij. 
sbin^. If it be denied access to the 
high court of parliatnent, and if, 
(somewhat ladicroosly), the cause 
of between four and five millions of 
people is to be pleaded in the hall of 
the Four-courts, on a <Juestion of 
niisdiemeanour, *by, th^e ^fso, elo- 
quence will fulniiAate, and reason 
will illuminate, and truth will vin- 
dicate its votaries. An inspiration 
will, descend upon the Catholic law- 
yer, and upon his protestant asso. 
ciate. The occasion will produce men 
worthy of it,and more adequate to the 
times- The better genius of Biirke 
will ascend from the tomb, such as 
it was when the cause of the Ame- 
rican colonists rectified his imagina- 
tion, and ^red \na genius while it 
dilated his heart. An Irish Erskine 
will start forth at the call of honour 
and humanity, and we doubt not, 
jitiihe future ^ir Vicaiy is already 
(>rei;»editating a popular and patri- 
biic argument, the ditferent steps of 
which are to be rounds to the ladder 
oif his future exaltation. 

Assuredly it would, at this time, 
be most desirable that the persoiud 
, sentiments of the Prince Regent on 
a subject so interesting to the weal 
of the whole empirt;, could be re- 
pealed, somewhat more explicitly. 
We all know how touch depends on 
the personalities of the executive 
power, and what a tnrn might take 
place, ffopn thence, on the preju- 
dites of the peo))le, bigotry being 
generally bottonied bn self-interest. 
It is certainly a Catholic persuasioti 
at pi-esent, that this Prince is per- 
sonally friendly to their cau.se. 
Should this, in an approaching day, 
turn out a mere deltision, should 
tfeeir hopes be then ctimpletelyblast- 
ed, the disappointment would cer« 
tkinly be dreadful, and the conse- 
quences, of a nattire not to be dwelt 
upon. Better, far better, would it 
be, at the pTtsent tnoment, catididly 



1811.] 



Monthly Retrospect of Politics. 



Wl 



and explicitly to make his mind 
known to the Catholics upon the 
subject, rather than, at ^ny future 
period, to have the charge of any 
studied ambiguity. Sincerity \s the 
glory of otir prince, and will form 
the stability of his throne. 

Should it so happen, (which Hea- 
ven for the safety of these nations 
avert), that the strange event of 
the Prince coalescing really, as well 
as nQminaJIyi with the present pre- 
mier, should actually take place, all 
that remains for the whig party is to 
unite sincerely ^nd substantially 
with the Burdettites. Not ttterely 
to give a- reform in parliament the 
light of thpir countenance, but the 
warmth and energy of their cordial 
support. They will otherwise be 
left in solitary dereliction> both by 
Prince and people. 

Ill consequence of the proclania- 
tionj an arrest was made, by war- 
rant from the chief-justice, of seven 
respectable Catholic citizens, (three 
of them physicians), and bail enter- 
ed into to a considerable amount, 
for their appearance at the proper 
reason Tiie warrant makes use of 
the words, " for the purpose, ox, un- 
der the pretence^" and in doing so, 
appears tu elucidate the ambiguity in 
the language of the act of parliament. 
More arrests may possibly be made 
in the city, and some in the country, 
when means be<onie more easy of 
getting the necessary paths of infor- 
mation, as it has been already as- 
serted, that one of the persons so in- 
formed against on oath, had no share 
whatever in the election of dele- 
gates. 

The commission of the peace has 
been taken from Mr. Ledwnl, the 
magistrate who interpreted the act 
in favour of petitioning, and 
promised to defend the petitioners in 
conforming to that sense of the act. 

flections have proceeded through 
the counties of Mayo, Tipperary, 



Queen's, Galway, Kilkenny, SligO, 
and Kerry. Wherever the Cathe- 
lic population is greatest, there tite 
Protestant mind is most inclined to 
the cause of emancipation. Where 
the Catholics are best knowii, th^ 
are most trusted. Brgotry views 
that body only through the moBStef- 
making medium of partial and pre- 
judiced history. 

With regard to the stibjedt that 
commands the nationiti sympathy, 
and is so interesting to parties as 
well as individuals, it has beetj dif- 
ficult to penetrate, the professional 
ambiguity of medical bulletins, qnd 
it is only from the examination of the 
physicians by the Queen'-s cotinci!, 
that any certain information can be 
obtained. It is unfortunaite, that 
during the sessions, the people are 
supposed so completely merg«d iu 
the legislature, as to be personated 
in the common's-house, rather than 
represented ; and during the intervt^ 
of the sessions, no official docuntents 
are presented to the public eye. 
Wnen an eloquent member of the 
Irish House turned his eyes to the 
gallery, and invoked the verdict of 
public opinion, he wfts reprirtiadd- 
ed bjr the speaker, and got off'merb- 
ly by the ready fiction, that he had 
only addressed the eonslnKtive naa» 
jesty of the people. Iu the mean 
time, the exact state oif his majesty's 
health can only be guessed at. A- 
pollo is said, to be the god both of 
physic and of prophi*sy, and h^ACo 
niedic!vl responses hive always ^ 
great degree of oracular utrcertalnty. 
An old wily physici!\n, when " put 
to the question," on the nature of 
the patient's' malady, used to make 
his ready answer, that it was a com- 
plication, and found a safe shelter 
luder the magnitude and shade of 
the word. The medical prognostic, 
in the present most calamituous cas^ 
has not done much honour to the 
professional sagacity of the pfsc- 
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titioners; and in the case of Mr. 
Pitt, confident hope was held out by 
the physicians, at a time when cer- 
tainly his most sanguine friends had 
but slight expectations of his re- 
covery. Whether political feelings 
can unco»>cii>uslj/ intermix with pro- 
fessional opinions, it is not easy to 
say; but we are certain, that they 
can have no infiuence whatever, 
when the information is given on 
oath, and on such information, when 
brought before them, the public may 
perfectly rely. 

We cannot help noticing a new 
extravagance of the day, a sort of 
modern crusade, which has of late 
been held forth from the pulpit, 
by preachers, who perambulate the 
land, for the purpose of persuading 
the people to assist or associate, in 
the urgetit necessit)' of contoting the 
Jews, and reclniniing the lost sheep 
of Israel, It is not meant to besiege 
Jerusalem, but merely to make 
a conquest of reason over the per- 
vferse people, who, of old, inhabited 
Palestine. The attempt will not be 
more successful in the latter case. 
The Missionary wishes to make as it 
were, a su<iden conquest of Ilindostan, 
or of Judaism, but he finds the timid, 
and, in other respects, tractable 
Hindoo,as impracticable, as the stub- 
born and inrorrigiWe Isiatlite. The 
apparent converts in India are, in 
general, outcasts of their communi- 
ty. It is only by a slow and gradual 
assimilation, by a gentle but con- 
stant change of maimers and cus- 
toms, and by a wise direction in 
political ret;ulations, that the early 
babitudes of a people, which have 
become a seiond and a stronger na- 
ture, can ever be overcome. The 
converted are in many, perhaps in 
most instances, only perverted. 
The power of mind necessary for 
real conversion is possessed by few, 
while such numbers may be bap- 
tized, that the wearied hands must 



be supported, in the performance of 
the office. It is time enough to set 
about the conversion of the Jews, 
when you have converted christians 
into Christianity. 

In these vagaries of warm and 
credulous imagination, that j)eriodi- 
cally pass through the people, we 
imagine that we find additional cau- 
ses of that political apathy so cha- 
racteristic of the times, of that heed- 
lessness and inattention to civic du- 
ties, y.hich is so alarming at such a 
moment as the present. For the 
purpose of diverting the mind of the 
people from political topics, and 
giving it 3 new direction, innocent 
with respect to any change in mat- 
ters of state, we think the higher 
allied powers of church and state 
connive at the religious extrava- 
gances of the day. They would ap- 
pear to prefer to the light of philo- 
sophy, which illumines the under- 
standing, and cherishes the adora- 
tion of the heart, to this light of eii- 
qu'ry and investigation, they would 
seem to prefer even the light of 
modern methodism, if that can be 
called a light, which propagates the 
darkness of mystery ; with a proud 
pretence to extraordinary piety, 
perpetuates the blindness of igno- 
rance ; sets religion at variance with 
philosophy; and would dare to 
make the worship of God incom- 
patible with the knowledge of hig 
works. 

The truer worship of God con- 
sists in the performance of our va- 
rious duties, in the assertion of otir 
rights, the pursuit of knowledge, 
and the communication of happi- 
ness. The first and final answer 
which the light of Methodism af- 
ibrds to any question concerning the 
phenomena of nature, or the uses 
of their ditferent changes, ratifies 
and sanctions ignorance, and inac. 
tion, by the name of God. Ostenla- 
tious in its humility, proud in its 
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self-abasement, the piety so popular 
•A present, and as we think not dis- 
couraged, affects to discredit and dfe- 
spise all investigation into the na- 
ture of things, pretends to see G6d 
only, who can he seen only in His 
works, ovier which this false devo- 
tion Would drop a curtain of dark- 
ness. That just power of Inven- 
tion is discredited, which Siearches 
for the causes of things, and having 
monnted to a higher link in the 
series of causes and effects, (by 
which this universe is suspended as 
with a golden chain from the throne 
of Heaven), we not only command 
a more extensive view of nature, 
but can act upon the surrounding 
elements with greater power, vvith 
a stronger purchase, and make them, 
as it were, the ariels of our bidding, 
for use oi" fgr pleasure. This, vre 
think, is a true worship of God. 
When held in thie lignt cast by 
such a worship, the light of Me- 
thodism is A candle held in the mid- 
day sun-^the flame becomes invis- 
ible. 

Knbwledge of all kinds is associa- 
ted. A spirit-stirring activity in 
consequence will pervade the na- 
tional mind. " Fiat Lux" is the 
tnotto that renders man good in the 
sight of his Maker; Btit ignorance 
and apathy, both personal and po- 
litical, are well knbwn to be as in- 
dissolubly connected. "Keep hence- 
forth/' (said one of the tyrants of 
Athens,' to Socrates); keep at a pro- 
per distance from the carpenters, 
smiths, and shoemakers, and let us 
no moi-e have jfo'ur examples from 
among them." It is thert our be- 
lief, that these various missions, of 
a nature often captivating by their 
eccentticity, tickling the imagina- 
rion, rather than teaching the heart, 
these new spiritual oj-gauizslticins df 
society, are, unconsciously to their 
agents, made the instruments of 
xoiiing the people away, from the 



One thing tnost immediately need* 
ful, which, when once procured* 
would, in its effects, gradually but 
sui-ely (for we disbelieve the efficacy 
of sudden conversions, either reli- 
gious or political), establish the hap- 
piness and gir>ry of the British em- 
pire. — That one thing needful is, 

THE RADICAL REFORM OF THE BE- 
PBESENTATION Ot THE PEOPLE IN 
P.ARL1AMENT. 

The King's malady increases. All 
hopes of restoration to inental sa- 
nity appear to be abandoned, and a 
speedy termination to his bodily suf- 
ferings is atiticipated. The present 
is a period of an^iiouj suspense. 
Will the Prirtce in his new character 
adhere to bis professions, abd support 
the claims of, the Catholics .' Dark 
insinuations on this siibjeci in the foriri 
of fears 6n one side, aiid htipes oii 
the other are thrown out. We will 
not give credit to such reports, until 
we see much stronger grolinds' fot' 
belief, thafl are jl-et afforded. Hu- 
mours are also afloat that by an in- 
sidious manoeuvre of appropriilting 
a million and a half of the Droits of 
the admiralty* to a special purpose; 
the continuation of the present mi- 
nistry iti*j30vver is secured as a re- 
ward for a favour eoinferred. Her^ 
also we suspend our belief^. T^he 
political machine is in great danger, 
tijkilful management free from the 
extremes of indecision and rashness 
may do much, l^ut above all things 
scrupulous honesty and iindeviating 
integrity free from alt political fi- 
nesse are Essentially ue<;essary. An 
error in the prudent direction of the 

• The Droits of the admiralty arise fxoin 
the produce of prizes taken before aq.ac- 
tual declaration of war. According to 
feudal notivns these are considered as seig^ 

.norial rights belonging to the crfpvn. 
They are occasionally: appropriated at, the 
will of \the sovereign on the responsibility 

■of ministers. At present a large acci|$qa- 
lation is supposed to exist. 
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reins may prtcipitate the machine of 
govtnimeiu, into one of the ilreadfal 
precipices, by which the present 
rough and narrow road is surrounded. 

DOCUMENTS. 
PARLIAMENTARY REFORM. 

At a m.ettng of the friends of ParHamenfar^ 
Refotm in Cornrvall^ held at Bodmin on Mon- 
day the 8th of July, 1811. 
Edw. Win. Stackhouse, esq. in the Chair. 
The following resolutions were unani- 
mously adopted :— ^ 
Resol'-jcdy 

I. — ^That we cordially agree with the 
friends of parliamentary reform who met 
in London the 10th of June, that the house 
of commons does not represent the peo- 
ple; that it does not speak the sense of the 
nation ; that to the defective state of the 
representition and the unconstitutional 
duration of parliaments, we owe unne- 
cessary wars, the present enormous accu- 
mulation 61 Public debt, a load of taxes, 
grievous from their weight, but esj)ecially 
oppressive from the mode by which they 
are collected and enforced, the overthrow 
of c he balance of power abroad, and the 
consolidation of a corrtipt system of influ- 
ence at home, which takes away every 
ahadow of authority and credit from the 
most venerable parts of our constitution. 

H. — ^Th;it therefore a reform in the re- 
presentation of the people is essential to 
the independence of the crovm and the li- 
berty of the people. 

III. — That a constitutional reform will 
alone be adequate or efficient, which shall 
testore to the crown the free exercise of 
the prerogatives entrusted to it by the 
constitution for the common weal, and 
to the people the full enjoyment of those 
true, ancient, and indubitable rio;hts and 
privileges, which they are entitled to pray 
^nd demand according to the laws and 
statutes of the realm. 

IV. — That by the laws and statutes of 
the realih, the subject has settled in him a 
true and fundamental right of property, 
and that without his consent, it shall not 
•be taken from him ; that therefore he shall 
not be compelled to contribute to any tax, 
talliage, aid, 6r other like charge, not sCt 
by common consent in parliament ; since 
in parliament all the whole body of the 
realm, and every particular member there- 
of, either in person or by representation 



(and that upon their own free election) 
are by the laws supposed to be personally 
present. 

V. — ^That by the present state of the 
representation, the subjects' fundamental 
rights ot property and free election are 
openly violated, since it is a fact that can- 
not be denied, that numbers are taxed by 
parliament who have tio voice in the elec- 
tion of members of parliament ; and it is 
a fact of which proof was tendered at the 
bar of the bouse of commons, that onfe 
hundred and 6fty four powerful individuals, 
peers and others, by influence or direct no- 
mination, return an actual majority of 
that house. 

VI. — That as the right of election was 
by the constitution designed to give to the 
people that man, and that man only, whom 
by their voices actually, not constructively 
given, they declare they know, tsteemj 
love, and trust, so can it not be satisfied by 
a representation that exists Only in thd 
forms and fictions of law. A virtual re- 
presentation therefore, however modified, 
we protest against as a violation of our 
constitutional rights and privileges : as be- 
ing itself a solecism in terms } as contra- 
dicting the king's command, that the 
knights, citizens; and burgesses be chosen 
freely and indifferently : as being repug- 
nant to the spirit of the constitution, and 
to th? obvious intent and purpose of the 
laws by which the right of common con- 
sent is fenced and secured ; and lastly, as 
being cunningly calculated to enslave the 
people under the shew and forms of free- 
dom. 

VII. That so long, therefore, as there 
is reason to suspect that a majority of the 
House of Commons, instead of being the 
freely chosen delegates of a free people, 
are the nominees of an odious oligarchy, 
so long shall we complain that the con4 
stitution is violated, and that a reform in 
the representation is necessary ; that there- 
fore economical reform, a reform which 
has only for its object to shorten the dura- 
tion of parliaments, and diml;*ibh the ex- 
penses of elections, will not satisfy us ; 
coupled indeed with a constitutional re- 
form, we should hail these measures as 
essential to the independence of the crown 
and the liberties of the people ; but with- 
out a constitutional reform we object to 
them ; because as they do not restWe our 
constitutional rights, and as experience has 
shewn bow vain is the attempt to restrain 
waste, correct abuses, and prevent! cor- 
ruption by measures of mere management 



